
Emerging Vision
“Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people,

once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.”   

“Now in Christ Jesus we who once were far off 
have been brought near by the blood of Christ.”  

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church is a community formed by God and given identity in Jesus Christ, 
passionately pouring out our lives in grateful response to God’s abundant grace.  As a community of 
faith, we celebrate our identity in Christ and join in God’s redemptive work in the world. Because 
every one of us is given the gift of the Holy Spirit, overflowing with God’s grace and light, full of 
gratitude and a spirit of collaboration, we are empowered to join in the creation of a community 
where:

We Seek To Know and Be Known
Jesus reached across all boundaries, including those of age, class, gender and ethnicity to extend God’s 
love and invite people into God’s grace.  Following Jesus’ example, Gloria Dei is called to invite all 
people, both stranger and friend, into God’s love and grace by offering our gifts of hospitality and 
care.  Just as Jesus made God’s love known, we too make God’s love known through our 
relationships.

Jesus not only welcomed people, he invited them into deep relationships with Him and with others. 
We are called beyond “coffee hour” relationships into a community where we can know and be known 
deeply and share the good news about Jesus.  We take time to talk, to listen, to bear each other’s 
burdens, and to celebrate life’s passages.  It is this depth of care, compassion and respect that we take 
out into the world as a reflection of God’s grace.  

We Endeavor to be a Community of Great Generosity
We acknowledge that our ability to be generous comes from God.  We are nourished and fed by 
Christ, forgiven and set free so that we may open our hands and our hearts not only to give, but also to 
receive. Our love of God and our love of others are inseparable, and we use our gifts to demonstrate 
this love with respect and compassion.  

We are called to discern a deeper understanding of our wealth and blessing, and to act as stewards 
accountable to God for God’s resources.  Just as Jesus was given and poured out for us and for all 
people, we too offer our selves – body, budget, schedule and heart. 

We Aspire to be a Community of Justice and Hope 
Jesus was sent to bring good news to the poor, to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight 
to the blind, to let the oppressed go free and to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor (Luke 4:18-19).  
God calls us “to do justice and to love kindness” (Micah 6:8).  We seek not only to confront injustice, 
but also to discern and act out our role as God’s people of peace and reconciliation in our daily lives.

We strive to do as Jesus did, knowing that we and our world are given life when we lay ourselves 
down for each other for the sake of justice, reconciliation, and peacemaking.  In our boldness we give 
hope to a world yearning for the message that there is life beyond fear. Energized by our hope in the 
renewal of all things through Jesus Christ, we act! 

We Strive to be a Community of Servants
Gloria Dei is a community with a servant’s heart, the heart and hands of Jesus.  As His hands in the 
world, we work to heal the injured, to lift up the oppressed, aid the weak and isolated, and to lend a 
hand wherever we are needed.  In humble response to the needs of our community and world, we give 
freely of the time and talents God has first given us.

For Jesus said, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and all your mind 
and all your strength.  This is the first and greatest commandment.  And the second is like it: Love 
your neighbor as yourself.”  (Matthew 22:37-39)  Because our love knows no boundaries, neither does 
our service.
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